
A LEGEND OF DREAMS:
The Idaho Historic Statehouse Murals



In 1989 the Idaho Community Foundation and the Idaho Commission on the Arts coordinated a project that culminated in a 
mural that would commemorate and depict the first 100 years of Idaho history for the Idaho Statehouse.

The Historic Statehouse Murals Committee and the Idaho Commission on the Arts reviewed proposals submitted by artists 
from the Northwest region. Dana Boussard’s A Legend of Dreams: The Idaho Historic Statehouse Murals was commissioned for 
the Idaho State Centennial and installed on the fourth floor of the Idaho Statehouse in 1993 where they remained on display 
until 2007.

In 2007 the murals were removed from the Statehouse by the Idaho State Historical Society for the Capitol Project. Over 
the next two years, under the guidance of the Idaho State Capitol Commission, the Capitol building was expanded and the 
original structure restored to its 1920s neoclassical interpretation. 

“…The University of Idaho’s location will allow comprehensive visual access to all six panels in a very 
accommodating and protective space. We are fortunate as a State to have this opportunity to maintain 
access to such a great work of art reflective of all regions in Idaho.”  
     – Andrew Erstad, Chairman of the Idaho Capitol Commission

“...before we can no longer remember, let’s make a lasting difference by capturing in art this heritage of 

what Idaho is and why we are.”    – Peter Johnson, Idaho Community Foundation



As part of the restoration, the fourth floor skylights were cleaned and 
restored filling the Statehouse with light as intended by the building’s 
architects, Tourtellote and Hummel. With the original fourth floor placement 
of the Statehouse Murals exposed to direct sunlight a new location for their 
display was required to minimize damage. 

The new public location needed to be an appropriate space that stylistically 
complemented the size, scale, and look of the Statehouse Murals. The Idaho 
State Historical Society and the Arts, History, and Culture Committee, a 
subcommittee of the Idaho State Capitol Commission, in collaboration with 
the Idaho Commission on the Arts found the Idaho Commons building at 
the University of Idaho to meet all these requirements. As a state educational 
institution with a strong tie and commitment to visual art through its 
College of Art and Architecture, the University of Idaho is an ideal match for 
the Statehouse Murals. 

“I find public art to be the most challenging and exciting kind of art 

because it also challenges the public. An artist’s obligation is to accept 

this challenge in a provocative and positive manner.” 

                – Dana Boussard



the statehouse MuralS

“Each of the three murals has two panels – the resulting six panels have been divided into three horizontal sections that 

tell Idaho’s story from different perspectives. The top band does not correspond to a  specific region. It is a time line that 

tells a symbolic narrative of Idaho’s history from the first people to the present, tying the regions together.  I have tried to 

capture the people’s story and the significant events which have brought them to the present. Idaho’s landscape forms 

her personality – the mountains, the water, and the land are reflected in the middle band of the three murals.

NORTH IDAHO  Lakes and Forests

H: 109 inches (9.08 feet) x W: 98 inches (8.17 feet) 

Appliquéed cotton velvet, textile paint, and wood frame.

H: 109 inches (9.08 feet) x W: 230 inches (19.17 feet)



SOUTHWEST IDAHO  Rivers and Canyons

H: 109 inches (9.08 feet) x W: 116 inches (9.67 feet)

Appliquéed cotton velvet, textile paint, and wood frame.

H: 109 inches (9.08 feet) x W: 170 inches (14.17 feet )

The bottom band running though each section chronicles the natural and environmental events 

that have played a critical role in the development of each area. Some of these symbols overlap 

the regional boundaries but primarily they show the major influences that affect each of the three 

regions of Idaho. “

        ‑  Dana Boussard

Represents the different 
forms of communication 

present in Idaho. The 
television also honors 

one of its inventors, Philo 

T. Farnsworth of Rigby.

Represents the state’s Capitol 
and highlights Idaho’s rise to 

statehood in 1890.



about THE ARTIST

Dana Boussard is a nationally recognized artist known for her large‑scale works of art. Her artwork 

has been displayed in museums, galleries, and public spaces throughout the United States and 

abroad. Boussard’s artistic style and imagery are inspired by her deep appreciation for the West. Dana 

Boussard lives and has her studio on a ranch in Montana, where she continues to create works of art.

SOUTHEAST IDAHO  Mountains and Deserts

H: 109 inches (9.08 feet) x W: 182 inches (15.17 feet)

Appliquéed cotton velvet, textile paint, and wood frame.
H: 109 inches (9.08 feet) x W: 122 inches (10.1 feet)

Represents Idaho’s 
outdoor recreation.

Represents spirituality 

and religion.

Represents Idaho’s 

forest products.



“The University of Idaho is one of the few state institutions that have existed 

the entire duration of statehood and the Commons Building is the center of the 

campus universe. I can’t wait to see them in place. The truth is they will be viewed 

by as many, if not more, people in their new location as in their former location.”    

  – Marty Peterson, Special Assistant to the President, University of Idaho

H: 109 inches (9.08 feet) x W: 122 inches (10.1 feet)



“Artist throughout time have been commissioned to record the people, places, and events 
that have shaped history. the historic Statehouse Murals provide a poetic and lasting legacy 
for generations yet to come.”
      – Governor Cecil D. Andrus


