
NATIVE PEOPLES
BEARING WITNESS

 Nov. 13, 2016 
Dakota Commemorative March

Nov. 17–19, 2016 
Bearing Witness Retreat

Fort Snelling State Park 
Oheyawahi (Pilot Knob)

Mni Sni (Coldwater Springs)
  

Spiritual healing
through peace building

All are welcome
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Manipi Hena Owasin Wicunkiksuyapi  
(We Remember All Those Who Walked)

Dakota Commemorative March
Sunday, Nov. 13, 2016

We invite participants to attend the witnessing of  
the Dakota Grandmothers and Mothers entering  
Fort Snelling State Park from their walk that began at  
Morton, Minnesota. Details on time and location will 
be sent to retreat participants.

The history of Minnesota is fraught with mistreatment of 
the state’s original peoples by the military and settlers. It 
caused untold agony and suffering. We turn our attention 
to the forced march of an estimated 1700 Dakota grand-
mothers, mothers, children and elders to a prison camp 
following the Dakota-U.S. War of 1862. The march began 
in Morton, Minnesota in November of 1862 and ended 
seven days later at Fort Snelling.

Bdote:  
A Dakota word that means 

“where two waters come together.” 
The Bdote where the Haha Wakpa (Mississippi River)  

and the Mnisota Wakpa (Minnesota River)  
come together is central to Dakota spirituality and history. 

For the Dakota, this Bdote is the center of the earth, the 
place where the Dakota people began.

Bearing Witness Retreat
Thursday, Nov. 17–Saturday, Nov. 19, 2016

To bear witness to the continuing genocide and historical 
trauma suffered by the Native Peoples of Minnesota.  
To be held at Mni Sni (Coldwater Springs), Fort Snelling 
State Park, Oheyawahi (Pilot Knob) and Cherokee Park 
United Church.

We will:

• Bear witness at Mni Sni (Coldwater Springs), the site of  
ceremonies for many Native Nations.

• Bear witness at Fort Snelling State Park, the site of the  
concentration camp in the winter of 1862–1863.

• Bear witness at Oheyawahi (Pilot Knob) where many  
Native Peoples are buried.

• Remember and honor those who died.

• Bear witness through deep listening to the testimony of  
Native Peoples.

• Turn with clarity and courage towards the legacy  
of suffering to commit ourselves fully to justice  
and healing.

“In the Zen Peacemaker Order we commit ourselves to 
healing others at the same time that we heal ourselves  ... 
when we see the world as one body, its obvious that we heal 
everyone at the same time that we heal ourselves, for there is 
no ‘other’.” —Bernie Glassman 

We will use Council Practice (similar to a Native Circle 
practice) as a way of deepening our listening and presence 
to each other. Meditation will be offered every day as a way 
of gathering the mind to stabilize the heart and mind as we 
move through the retreat. Native speakers will offer testimo-
ny to their direct experience of the past and how it shapes 
the present. Continuously, we are inviting presence and 
openness to the arising moment. We deeply experience our 
interconnectedness with all Beings as we let go of our fear 
and bear witness to ourselves and each other in this retreat.
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ABOVE: Dakota Commemorative March 2014
Reuben Wanbdi Kitto, Santee Dakota.

COVER: Mississippi River as seen from Saint Paul,  
Eric Weisser, Flickr Creative Commons 2.0

. .



Sunday, November 13

We invite participants to attend the witnessing of the Dakota 
Grandmothers and Mothers entering Fort Snelling State Park 
from their long walk. The Dakota Commemorative March began 
in Morton, Minnesota on November 7. Details on time and  
location will be sent to retreat participants.

Thursday Evening, November 17

6:30 pm Retreat begins at Cherokee Park United Church,  
371 West Baker Street, Saint Paul, MN 55107.   
Opening ceremony, smudging and drums. We are 
guests on the land of the Dakota — welcome  
acknowledgment from the Guiding Teacher of the 
Clouds in Water Zen Center. Brief orientation to the 
genesis of the retreat, an introduction to the tenets  
of bearing witness practice, and an explanation of 
Council Practice.

7:30 Sitting and Walking Meditation  
(meditation instruction will be offered)

8:40  Q & A and remarks.
9:00  End of day

Friday, November 18

6:30 am Light breakfast at Cherokee Park United Church
7:00 am Car caravan to Mni Sni (Coldwater Springs).  

Dress warmly.
7:30  Opening ceremony at Mni Sni. Listening and bearing 

witness to this place. Remarks by Sheldon Wolfchild, 
(Lower Sioux).

8:30  Car caravan to Oheyawahi (Pilot Knob Hill)
9:00 Bearing witness at Oheyawahi, a sacred site where 

many Native people are buried. Led by Jim Bear 
Jacobs (Mohican). Walking meditation.

12:00 pm Car caravan to Cherokee Park United Church
1:00 Lunch
2:00 John Morrin, Anishinaabe Nation, presentation,  

Q & A
4:15 Council practice
5:30 Dinner
7:00 Native speaker panel, Q & A
8:30 Meditation and remarks
9:00 End of day

Saturday, November 19

6:30 am Light breakfast at Cherokee Park United Church

7:00 am Car caravan to Fort Snelling State Park. Dress warmly.

8:00 Listening and bearing witness at Fort Snelling  
State Park. Starting at the historic fort, we meet  
Ramona Kitto Stately (Santee Sioux) who will lead  
us down to the concentration camp site. Meditation 
and silent walking.

11:30 Car caravan back to Cherokee Park United Church

12:00 pm Lunch

1:45 Native speaker panel, Q & A

3:45 Council practice

5:30 Dinner

7:00 Closing circle and ceremony

9:00 End

JIM BEAR JACOBS (Mohican) is a cultural facilitator in 
the Twin Cities and works to raise the public’s awareness of 
Native peoples’ causes and injustices. He serves as a parish 
associate at Church of All Nations and convener of Healing 
Minnesota Stories. 

BOB KLANDERUD (Dakota/Lakota) is a cultural teacher 
at Nawayee Center School, an experiential learning school 
for Native American youth. He works with Healing  
Minnesota Stories as a leader and story teller, has worked 
with Native Fathers’ groups, and has provided spiritual  
services for Native American inmates through the  
Department of Corrections.

JOHN MORRIN (Anishinaabe) currently serves as 
vice-chairman and committeeman on the Grand Portage 
Reservation Business Committee/Tribal Council. John has 
worked in the Minneapolis and Duluth Public Schools as a 
cultural teacher, social worker and student advocate. He has 
also been active in community organizing for 20 years on 
issues regarding Native American treaty rights, land claims, 
tribal government reform and undoing racism.

RAMONA KITTO STATELY (Santee Sioux) has  
coordinated and directed the Success for the Future grant 
for the Osseo Area School District to enhance the cultural 
identity of the Native American child and promote post 
secondary options. Ramona has a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Dakota Art and Culture and is a Masters of Education 
candidate with a focus on teacher leadership.

SHELDON WOLFCHILD (Lower Sioux) is the former 
tribal chairman of the Dakota Lower Sioux Community. 
He is an actor, filmmaker and producer. He directed the 
“Doctrine of Discovery: Unmasking the Domination Code” 
(2015). This documentary has been a very effective tool for  
bringing the “truth telling” part of the truth and  
reconciliation process to Native and non-Native 
communities.

For more information contact: 

Ken Keiyu Ford  
kenford@cloudsinwater.org, or 

Gentle Dragon Laura Kennedy  
gentledragon@cloudsinwater.org

Gratitude
This Bearing Witness retreat has come about 
through the generous support of many  
organizations, including:

Clouds in Water Zen Center follows in the lineage of Dainin  
Katagiri-roshi, a Soto Zen monk who came to this country in the early 
1960s. Residing in a St. Paul neighborhood, it offers the opportunity for 
people to practice Zen Buddhism whatever their background or faith  
may be. It places a high value on community as an expression of our  
interdependence. cloudsinwater.org

Cherokee Park United Church is a progressive and liberal Saint Paul 
west side congregation. Located at 371 West Baker Street, Saint Paul,  
MN 55107. cherokeeparkunited.org

Healing Minnesota Stories is an effort to create understanding  
and healing between Native American and non-Native people,  
particularly those in various faith communities. spinterfaith.org/ 
healing-minnesota-stories.html

Healing Place led by indigenous artist collaborative, consisting of  
artists, educators, researchers, and activists who play leadership roles in  
articulating the vital role of the Mississippi River in the Twin Cities.  
healingplacemn.org

Saint Paul Interfaith Network (SPIN) a volunteer network of people 
from a variety of religious traditions and perspectives seeking to strengthen 
a culture of engaged interfaith dialogue and relationships in the Saint Paul 
area. spinterfaith.org

Zen Peacemaker Order has led thousands of participants through 
street retreats and the annual inter-faith Auschwitz Bearing Witness  
Retreat. Through these and service projects in the United States, the  
Middle East, Europe and Latin America, it is a magnet for peacemakers of 
all backgrounds, consisting today of a network of 82 formal affiliates in 12 
countries and 5 continents. Roshi Bernie Glassman is the founder of Zen 
Peacemaker Order. zenpeacemakers.org

READING LIST

For those interested in learning more before the 
retreat, an optional reading list is provided below. 

Bearing Witness, Bernie Glassman (1998, Crown 
Publishing Co)

Mni Sota Makoce, The Land of the Dakota, Gwen 
Westman and Bruce White, Forward by Glenn 
Wasicuna, (2012, Minnesota Historical Society)

Lincoln and the Indians: Civil War Policy and Politics,  
David Nichols, (2012, Minnesota Historical Society)

Through Dakota Eyes: Narrative Accounts of the  
Minnesota Indian War of 1862, edited by Gary  
Clayton Anderson and Alan R. Woolworth,  
(1988, Minnesota Historical Society)

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, Dee Brown  
(2010, Picador)

VIDEO RESOURCE

Aaron Huey, “America’s Native Prisoners of War” 
TED talk: ted.com/talks/aaron_huey

Smooth Feather, “Dakota 38” on YouTube

NATIVE PEOPLES BEARING WITNESS Retreat
Genocide and Resilience of Native Peoples of Minnesota

LeadersSchedule Registration
Early bird registration: $275.00

After September 7, 2016: $325.00

Please consider a donation towards a scholarship 
on behalf of those who may not be able to attend 
without this gift.

Native people attend at no cost.

Register online at cloudsinwater.org


