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Baltimore Yearly Meeting  

in Solidarity with the 

Standing Rock Sioux Tribe Regarding the Dakota Access Pipeline 

Minute 

The Baltimore Yearly Meeting supports the sovereign government and people of the Standing 

Rock Sioux Tribe as they wage a nonviolent, legal battle against those who would endanger 

their heritage and their future natural resources. The wise leaders and their supporters are 

strong in spirit and wisdom, in patience and in vision. The Lakota and Dakota people, with their 

allies, have inspired unity among Native nations and others in their quest to save their lands 

and people from harm. They are waging this moral and legal struggle not for themselves, but 

for future generations.   

The Baltimore Yearly Meeting joins the Standing Rock Tribe and its allies in seeking full tribal 

consultation on a government-to-government basis, as is legally required by treaty and law on 

any and all matters that relate to or may affect their lands, people, or traditional homelands. 

We urge the President and the federal executive branch agencies to honor the Federal Trust 

Responsibility to the indigenous people of our country and to immediately act to preserve the 

burials, lands, and resources of the Standing Rock nation now and in the future. We are 

encouraged by the decision by the United States Departments of the Interior, Justice, and Army 

to suspend pipeline construction near Lake Oahe. However, this is a suspension not a 

revocation, so there is no guarantee that construction will not resume. We must continue to 

show our support in words and deeds until the matter is justly settled. Treaty rights and 

preservation of indigenous sacred sites must be honored for the Standing Rock Tribe and all 

Native nations. 

 

May we all learn to make wise decisions to benefit future generations. In the words of the 

Lakota, Mitakuye Oyasin—We Are All Related. 

NOTE: This Minute was approved by the Balt i more Yearly Meeting of the Religiou s Society of 

Friends (Quakers) on October 15, 2016. It  was brought to the Meeting by the Indian Affairs 

Committee, which has been in existence since 1795.  

http://www.bym-rsf.org/

