
Email Hennepin County Board Chair Jan Callison is sending to constituents who oppose 

Hennepin County Sheriff Richard Stanek’s decision to send deputies to North Dakota. 

 

Thank you for contacting me regarding the presence of Sheriff’s deputies and equipment in 

North Dakota.  I’ve heard from a number of people sharing their concern that Hennepin County 

resources be used to support just causes and concluding that that is not the case here.  I’ve waited 

to respond until I understood more of the facts.  I’ve also decided to provide this general 

response to all those who emailed me so that everyone will receive the same information.   

Over the past several days, I’ve learned that the request to the Sheriff’s office to provide support 

came via the State of Minnesota which acted in response to a North Dakota request invoking a 

nation-wide mutual aid agreement.  This is the same mutual aid agreement that permits Hennepin 

County resources to be sent out-of-state in instances of natural disasters such as Hurricane 

Katrina and for Hennepin County to receive aid if we have an emergency here.  I’ve also learned 

that a significant portion of the policing in North Dakota had been left in the hands of private 

security forces hired by the pipeline company.  That fact relates to concerns that have been raised 

about how protesters have been treated.   

I’ve taken seriously the issues that you have raised about justice and fairness and your desire that 

Hennepin County actions support those goals.  But I have balanced them against my belief that 

the presence of professional, highly trained law enforcement officers can contribute to a peaceful 

resolution of highly inflamed situations such as this, a resolution where the rights of all are 

respected.  I think the right answer is to have the right people present who will contribute 

positively to a fair resolution.  And I believe that Sheriff Stanek understands this responsibility.  

Moreover, I can’t distinguish between this situation and the back-up support that was provided 

by Hennepin County to Minneapolis and St. Paul/Ramsey County in recent similar cases.   

The Sheriff is responsible for decisions about how he deploys the resources under his control.  

But I understand that it’s appropriate for me to share my thoughts with him as I have done both 

verbally and through this email. 

Again, thank you for contacting me. 

 


