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1819 ~ Indian Civilization Act 
This act funded and encouraged 
religious groups and individuals 
to live with Indians and convert 
them away from their traditional 
beliefs.2  

1860s ~ Mounting Violence 
Passive conversion turned to conflicts 
as Indians resisted cultural genocide. 
As violence mounted from the Civil 
War, the US Govt. sought a different 
strategy for Indian removal: 

education.2 

1875 ~ A New Weapon   
Army Officer Richard Henry 
Pratt developed an 
acculturation model for Indian 
prisoners, “Kill the Indian and 
save the man.” This strategy 
was then used on children in 
boarding schools.2  

1879 ~ Boarding School Era 
Pratt officially opens the first 
boarding school, Carlisle 
Indian Industrial School. 
Children were taken from their 
homes and forced to abandon 
their languages and cultures 

to avoid punishment.2  

1928 ~ The Meriam Report 
This landmark report gave facts and 
statistics on the poor conditions of 
Indians on reservations and in boarding 
schools. It proved that the US Govt. was 
failing Native peoples. 2  

1950s ~ Urban Relocation Program  
In response to extreme poverty on 
reservations, the US Govt. offered 
incentives to Native people moving 
off reservations. However, due to 
lack of housing and employment, the 
cycle of poverty continued in urban 
environments. 2  

1960s ~ Self-Determination   
In response to growing 
unrest and new urban 

population centers, AIM 
(American Indian Movement) 
formed. They recognized the 

importance of education 

within self-determination. 2  

1972 ~ Indian Education Act   
This act gave greater educational 

control to tribes. It established 
the Office of Indian Education as 

well as many relevant grants. 2  

1972 ~ The First Survival School 
AIM opened the Heart of the Earth 
Survival School, which was owned 
by and devoted to Native peoples. 
Traditions and Native perspectives 
were the foundation of the school.2  
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Before colonial contact, tribal 
education was the norm in the 

Americas. Everyone contributed to 
teaching the new generations. 

After centuries of colonization, 
educators and policy-makers circle 

back to the rightful beginnings. 
Culturally-competent education is 
now one of the gold standards for 

highly effective schools. 

 



In Minnesota…  

 In Minneapolis Public Schools in 2015, the graduation rate for American Indian students was 36.1% – 

the lowest of all demographic groups, including English Language Learners and Special Education 

students.3   

 

 Across Minnesota in 2015, 51.9% of American Indian students graduated on time – the lowest of all 

demographic groups, including English Language Learners and Special Education students.4 

 

 65% of American Indian families in the city are living in poverty, and only 39% of Minneapolis 

American Indian adults of employment age are working – the lowest percentage of any racial or ethnic 

group.5 

 

 According to The Health and Well-Being of Minnesota’s Adolescents of Color and American Indians: 
A Data Book, (2012) “During the five-year period between 2005 and 2009, 981 Minnesota teens aged 

12-19 died. American Indian youth had by far the highest mortality rate, at 113 deaths per 100,000 

population per year over the five-year period.” (p. 14)6 

 

 In grades 6, 9, and 12, “American Indian students are more likely than other students to report family 

problems due to alcohol and drug use. One-third of American Indian 12th graders (33%) report that 

alcohol use by a family member has caused repeated problems, and one quarter (24%) report that drug 

use has caused repeated problems.” (p. 49)6    

 

 27% of American Indian females and 14% of males in the 9th grade – the highest of all groups for both 

genders – reported feeling “nervous, worried or upset ‘all of the time’ or ‘most of the time’ during the 

last 30 days.” (p. 17)6    
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Facts and Figures Nations-Wide 
After decades of devaluing indigenous knowledge (and indigenous students) in and 

out of schools, it will take time to come full circle again. It will take time to heal.   
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