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My friends, we are gathered here today as spiritual and religious people in a spirit 
of prayer and ceremony because our lives are inextricably linked with each 
other’s and all of the created world. As so we begin and do all that we do by 
blessing—the water and each other. 
 
We are also gathered here in a spirit of witness and protest because we know that 
things are not right and we must speak up.  
 
We are gathered here because we know that water is life and our water, and our 
lives, are threatened by the Enbridge Line 3 project. And so, as spiritually-rooted 
people, as people of faith and moral conviction, we are gathered to say NO to that 
which threatens the water and our lives. NO to the Line 3 project.  
 
And we are particularly here TODAY because the deadline for the Department of 
Commerce to re-file its appeal of the Public Utilities Commission final order on 
the Certificate of Need for the Line 3 project is THIS coming Tuesday, February 
12th. And we need Governor Walz and Lt. Governor Flanagan to ensure that the 
Department of Commerce re-files its appeal. As they make that decision—we are 
want them to know that religious and spiritual people of all traditions and 
practices, following the guidance of indigenous leaders, prayerfully and strongly 
ask them to re-file the appeal.  
 
As many of us learned at Standing Rock, when Native and Non-Native kindred 
gather in ceremony, committed to resist the forces which take away indigenous 
sovereignty and which threaten to poison the earth, we can accomplish great 
things. Because we say yes to the sacredness of water and life, we must say no to 
this Line 3 project. 
 
 


