
June 19, 2019 
 
Governor Tim Walz 
130 State Capitol  
75 Rev Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.  
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
Pollution Control Agency Commissioner Laura Bishop 
520 Lafayette Road N 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
Re: Reject Enbridge’s Line 3 Pipeline 
 
Dear Governor Tim Walz and Commissioner Laura Bishop, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Center for Biological Diversity’s over 1.4 million members and online 
activists to ask that you do everything in your power to stop the new Line 3 pipeline proposed by 
Enbridge Energy for the following reasons: 

 
1. The Line 3 project would undermine our ability to avert the worst effects of climate change by 

locking us into decades of continued fossil fuel dependence. Line 3 will carry tar sands oil, 
which is the dirtiest oil on earth—up to 37% more carbon intensive than other oil. Building Line 3 
would enable the emission of as many greenhouse gases as 50 coal-fired power plants. Like a 
household budget, the planet has a fossil fuel budget, and it has been overspent. There is 
enough oil, gas, and coal in already open, producing fields globally to take us far beyond the 
Paris climate targets. Now more than ever, we must keep fossil fuels in the ground. 
 

2. Line 3 threatens wild rice beds and treaty territory sacred to the Anishinaabe people. There is 
still no completed cultural properties survey of the route Enbridge wants to build on, and it 
crosses through land where the Anishinaabe maintain the right to hunt, fish, gather wild rice and 
medicines, and hold ceremony. Pipelines threaten the culture, way of life, and physical survival 
of the Ojibwe people. 

 
3. Enbridge has a terrible spill record. In addition to being responsible for two of the largest inland 

oil spills in North America (in Grand Rapids MN and Kalamazoo MI), between 2002-2018, 
Enbridge reported 307 incidents which cumulatively spilled 2.8 million gallons of oil; of this more 
than 20% was never recovered. And it’s not just their older pipelines leaking: 46 of those spills 
were due to equipment or materials installed 10 years or less prior to the incident. 

 
4. Enbridge clearly failed to demonstrate that this massive increase in oil transportation was 

needed. The Minnesota Department of Commerce has adamantly opposed this project 
throughout the process because the costs to Minnesota far outweigh the benefits. 

 
In short, the Line 3 project is a disaster for the climate, violates the rights of the Anishinaabe people, 
and endangers people and wildlife living near the proposed pipeline. We call on you to do everything in 
your power to stop this harmful project from moving forward. 

 
Sincerely,  
 

Marc Fink, Senior Attorney 

Center for Biological Diversity 

209 East 7th St 

Duluth, MN


