
 
 
Dear Governor Walz, Lieutenant Governor Flanagan, and Commissioner Bishop, 

 
Environment America is a citizen-funded, public advocacy non-profit with tens of 
thousands of members across the country. Our canvassers knock on thousands of doors 
every summer, to educate the public and put pressure on decision makers to protect our 
land, water and air.  
 
Environment America and its sister organization Environment Minnesota firmly oppose 
Enbridge’s proposed expansion of its Line 3 tar sands pipeline. We oppose the Line 3 
expansion because it would be a blatant, inexcusable violation of indigenous peoples’ 
sovereign treaty rights, because it would be an unnecessary expansion of our fossil fuel 
infrastructure in a moment of great climate crisis, and because it would be a constant, 
looming threat to one of the greatest, most beautiful sources of freshwater in the world, 
Lake Superior. We ask Governor Walz, Lieutenant Governor Flanagan, MPCA 
Commissioner Laura Bishop, Department of Commerce Commissioner Steve Kelley, 
Attorney General Keith Ellision, and everyone within this administration to stop this 
pipeline expansion while we still can. 
 
We live in a time when all of our energy needs could be met by transitioning away from 
gas and coal electricity production, from unsustainable agricultural practices, from 
petroleum fueled transportation. That transition will not always be easy, but is necessary. 
Expanding Enbridge’s Line 3 pipeline is simply incompatible with any effective, 
meaningful climate policy. 
 
We must emphasize: this is not an ordinary pipeline. Line 3 will carry tar sands oil, the 
dirtiest oil on earth. Tar sands are up to 37% more carbon intensive than other oil and 
are incredibly difficult, dirty and expensive to extract. Building Line 3 would enable the 
emission of as many greenhouse gasses as 50 coal-fired power plants. While Minnesota 
utilities like Xcel Energy and Minnesota Power are finally phasing out their outdated coal 
plants, expanding Line 3 could negate all the benefits of moving on from fossil fuel 
electricity production. It’s incompatible with true climate change solutions. 
 
Pipelines threaten the culture, way of life, and physical survival of the Ojibwe people. 
Line 3 threatens wild rice beds and treaty territory sacred to the Anishinaabe people. 



There is still no completed cultural properties survey of the planned route for Line 3, and 
it crosses through land where the Anishinaabe maintain the right to hunt, fish, gather 
medicines, and hold ceremonies. A spill from Line 3 would be catastrophic, causing 
permanent damage to the already impaired wild rice beds in Minnesota.  
 
Enbridge has a terrible spill record. The company is responsible for two of the largest 
inland oil spills in North America, in Grand Rapids, MN and Kalamazoo, MI. Between 
2002 and 2018, Enbridge reported 307 incidents, cumulatively spilling 2.8 million gallons 
of oil. More than 20% of this was never recovered. And it’s not just Enbridge’s older 
pipelines leaking: 46 of those spills were due to equipment or materials installed 10 
years or less prior to the incident. 
 
Enbridge clearly failed to demonstrate that this massive increase in oil transportation 
was needed. Minnesota’s Department of Commerce has adamantly opposed this project 
throughout the process because the costs to Minnesota far outweigh the benefits.  
 
Your Administration has all the evidence you need to halt the permitting process and call 
for a stay of construction. The Minnesota Court of Appeals recently rejected the 
Environmental Impact Statement for Line 3, holding that it failed to properly consider the 
impacts of a tar sands spill in the Lake Superior basin. All of Enbridge’s pre-construction 
activities are now moving forward without a valid assessment of their consequences. We 
ask you to take action, enforce the law, and stop this project now. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Andrea McGrimsey 
 
Senior Director, Global Warming Solutions 
Environment America 


