
	  
6/19/19 
Minnesota Governor Tim Walz  
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Commissioner Laura Bishop 
RE: Enbridge Line 3 
 
Dear Governor Walz and Commissioner Bishop, 
 
I write you this letter not just as an environmentalist, but as a resident of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. I live 50 miles north of Kalamazoo, MI, near the site of the worst inland oil spill 
in American history. The company that was responsible for this spill, Enbridge, is now 
attempting to construct its Line 3 through Minnesota. As someone who works with 
government agencies as well as regional/local businesses in West Michigan, I can 
testify firsthand that the rewards come nowhere close to justifying the risks associated 
with an Enbridge pipeline, and plenty of Michigan folks who were “middle of the road” 
before are now opposed to fossil fuel infrastructure after the Line 6B accident of 2010. 
 
I’ll choose to overlook the climate crisis and the effects of extracting more oil on our 
weather events locally and globally to simply state what I have seen as a resident living 
near a massive oil spill enabled by Enbridge: once the oil is leaching from a pipe, into 
surface and groundwater sources as well as natural areas where people hunt and fish 
and farm the land, it’s too late to go back to how things were. I find few constituents in 
my part of Michigan, regardless of political affiliation, that think Enbridge Line 6B was a 
good idea. Did some of them think it was before the spill? Undoubtedly. But now, there 
is virtually no support for Enbridge. Even our Operators and Engineers Local 324, who 
provide maintenance for several Enbridge pipelines, have expressed interest in 
constructing and maintaining renewable energy projects were they to be built.  
 
It’s true, people need jobs. Enbridge pipelines provide a few, but at great risk. Other 
ways of employing Minnesotans through green/renewable energy are not only possible, 
but truly formulate the best energy investments for your state to generate growth and 
long-term employment for more than a handful of specialists.  
 
Please consider the multitude of options for strengthening Minnesota’s energy 
independence and providing jobs for your residents before capitulating to pressure from 
Enbridge. Your state, like Michigan, is teeming with natural beauty and wonder. And like 
Michigan, it’s worth protecting for all of us to enjoy. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Bill Wood, Executive Director 


