
Gov. Tim Walz & Lt. Gov. Peggy Flanagan  Commissioner Laura Bishop 
130 State Capitol   Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.       520 Lafayette Road North 
St. Paul, MN 55155     St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
June 19, 2019 
 
Dear Gov. Walz, Lt. Gov. Flanagan, and Commissioner Bishop,  
 

As the climate crisis worsens and the cost of climate impacts soar into the trillions of dollars, 
bold leadership is sorely needed. Minnesota finds itself faced with a crucial opportunity to 
showcase this bold leadership by standing with people, not polluters, respecting 
Indigenous rights and treaties, and denying permits for the Line 3 tar sands oil pipeline.  
 

Much of Oil Change International’s work is focused on the reality that for the world to limit 
climate impacts and keep global average temperature rise below 1.5ºC or even 2ºC, fossil fuel 
production must be phased out with a managed transition. Right now, already-operating or 
under-construction coal mines and oil and gas fields contain enough carbon to take us far 
beyond 1.5ºC if it is extracted and burned, with devastating impacts. What this means is that 
every piece of new fossil fuel infrastructure that is permitted and built digs us into a deeper hole 
on climate — and makes it harder to transition to a cleaner economy and a brighter world.  
 

A renewed Line 3 would allow the oil industry to expand exploitation of the Canadian tar sands 
to unprecedented levels, which would be a death sentence for the climate. The pipeline would 
carry the dirtiest oil on earth for refining and export, and would enable the equivalent emissions 
of as many as fifty coal-fired power plants. And all of this, while critical, is in addition to the 
myriad ways in which Line 3 would threaten the wild rice beds and sacred treaty territory of the 
Anishinaabe people and put Minnesota’s world-class clean water at risk of a catastrophic spill.  
 

Given this context, Line 3 is a critical decision point. Real climate leadership means 
recognizing that Minnesotans and the rest of the world can’t afford another tar sands 
pipeline carrying the world’s dirtiest oil to market. It means standing up to the fossil fuel 
industry and saying ‘no’ to continued asks for more subsidies, more dangerous pipelines, and 
more bailouts. Denying Line 3’s permit is a critical part of Minnesota’s clean energy transition for 
workers, communities, and the climate, and it’s equally important for the rest of the world.  
 

We look forward to you stepping up to the challenge, joining us in real climate 
leadership, and denying Line 3’s permits. If we can help you or your staff to further 
understand this issue, please reach out to my colleague Collin Rees at collin@priceofoil.org. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Stephen Kretzmann 
Executive Director and Founder 
Oil Change International 


