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Enbridge Energy, Limited Partnership (“Enbridge”) respectfully submits this Environmental 
Justice Mitigation Report (“Report”) for filing with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
(“Commission”) for the Line 3 Replacement Project (“Project”). This report is the first report that 
Enbridge is filing to address Route Permit Condition 6.3.1, which states:  

6.3.1 Environmental Justice Community Mitigation Reports 

The Permittee shall file with the Commission, no later than 30 days after approval the 
Environmental Justice Communities Mitigation Plan, and at the end of every other month 
thereafter until construction is completed, a report summarizing the Permittee’s progress in 
implementing the elements identified in the Environmental Justice Community Mitigation Plan. 

On May 5, 2020, Enbridge Energy, Limited Partnership (“Enbridge”) submitted an Environmental 
Justice Communities Mitigation Plan (“Plan”) in compliance with the Commission requirement 
that Enbridge develop an Environmental Justice Communities Mitigation Plan. See Compliance 
Filing (eDocket No. 20205-162916-01). This Report summarizes Enbridge’s progress with 
implementing the elements identified within the Plan. In addition, the plan specifically states 
in the Plan that monthly reports will be filed with the Commission. Therefore, Enbridge will 
plan to commit to filing these reports monthly vs. every other month as it is stated in the 
Route Permit Condition 6.3.1 above.  

Enbridge plans to continue stakeholder outreach to ensure that individuals and communities in the 
vicinity of the Project area who may be disproportionately and adversely affected by the Project 
area are aware of these commitments and programs. A summary of these commitments are outlined 
below.  Notably, these commitments address many of the potential mitigation measures for 
disproportionate adverse impacts on Environmental Justice Communities identified in 
the Environmental Impact Statement (“EIS”). Further, many or most of these commitments 
involve spending and/or workforce development with respect to communities and 
individuals in the vicinity of the Project. 
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• Environmental Controls: Enbridge has committed to employ a multitude of environmental 
controls to avoid or mitigate potential environmental effects and comply with state and federal 
permits. These environmental controls are included in the Construction Environmental Control 
Plan, Environmental Protection Plan, Agricultural Protection Plan, and other plans required by 
the Route Permit and/or other federal and state permits.

o These environmental controls are in the process of being installed along the project 
per the Construction Environmental Control Plan, Environmental Protection Plan, 
Agricultural Protection Plan, and other plans required by the Route Permit and/or 
other federal and state permits. See Compliance filing (eDocket No. 
202011-168123-01, 202011-168206-01, 202012-168694-01, 202012-168710-01, 
202011-168124-01, 202011-168124-02,  202011-168124-03, 202011-168124-04, 
202011-168124-05, 202011-168124-06, 202011-168124-07, 202011-168124-08, 
202011-168124-09, 202011-168124-10 & 20205-162905-01).

• Noxious Weeds and Invasive Species Mitigation: Preventing the spread of invasive species 
is of particular concern for the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, and the EIS and 
testimony from the evidentiary hearing noted Tribes’ concerns over the potential effect of 
noxious weeds and/or invasive species, particularly as related to traditional gathering.

o Enbridge has developed Noxious Weeds and Invasive Species Control Procedures, the 
purpose of which is to prevent the introduction of invasive species on lands disturbed 
by construction activities and limit the spread of invasive species already present 
within the construction right-of-way. See Compliance Filing (eDocket No. 
202011-168124-01, 202011-168124-02,  202011-168124-03, 202011-168124-04, 
202011-168124-05, 202011-168124-06, 202011-168124-07, 202011-168124-08, 
202011-168124-09, 202011-168124-10).

• Use of Monitors - Consistent with recommendations in the EIS and from Tribes, Enbridge will 
use Tribal monitors during Project construction. In addition, environmental inspectors, third 
party agency monitors, agricultural monitors, and Tribal monitors will confirm that Enbridge 
is complying with applicable requirements.

o Enbridge has agreed to provide interested Tribes an opportunity to participate as 
monitors. Participating Tribes have identified Tribal Monitors to work with Enbridge’s 
Environmental Inspectors during construction. A minimum of one (1) independent 
third-party Tribal Monitor(s) will be assigned per construction spread. Currently 
there are six Tribal Monitors at each spread and two Tribal Monitors Managers for 
all spreads on the Project. Tribal Monitors will work collaboratively with Enbridge’s 
Environmental Inspectors Team to address concerns related to observed or suspected 
Tribal Cultural Resources or human remains.

o Enbridge has identified a list of individuals identified as Tribal monitors and 
environmental monitors for the Project. The list of individuals is provided within 
Appendix A of the Environmental Monitor Control Plan submitted to the Commission. 
See Compliance filing (eDocket No.202012-168693-01).

• Cultural Resources Identification and Avoidance - The EIS, public comments, and 
testimony expressed concern regarding the Project’s potential effects on cultural resources. 
Enbridge has or will employ multiple measures responsive to this topic:

o Enbridge supported and funded a Traditional Cultural Resources Investigation, led by 
the Fond du Lac Band, as part of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ compliance with 
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the Section 106 process. The purpose of this investigation is to survey Tribal sites 
throughout the entire route that may be affected by the Project, in accordance with state 
and federal requirements. 
 This investigation to survey Tribal sites through the entire route is complete.

The Enbridge Line 3 Replacement Project route avoids impact of historic and
tribal sites.  The US Army Corps of Engineers concluded the Section 106
process finding “that the proposed undertaking would not adversely affect
historic properties.” A summary table of the identified and evaluated cultural
resources is included within Appendix F of the Archaeological and Historic
Resources Plan. See Compliance filing (eDocket No. 202010-167687-01 &
202010-167687-02).

o Enbridge has developed an Archaeological and Historic Resources Plan, the purpose
of which is to identify and avoid effects to archaeological and historical properties.
This plan has also been provided to the Tribes by DOC-EERA for input.
 Enbridge has submitted the Archaeological and Historic Resources Plan. See

Compliance filing (eDocket No. 202010-167687-01 & 202010-167687-02).

o Enbridge developed a Traditional Cultural Resources Training Plan that will govern
the training of workers about the need to identify during construction and avoid or
mitigate effects to Traditional Cultural Resources.
 Enbridge has submitted the Traditional Cultural Resources Training Plan. See

Compliance filing (eDocket No. 202011-168116-01).  Enbridge employees and
contractors working on the L3 Replacement Project participate in the Tribal
Cultural Resources Training.  Participants watch a video with a follow-up quiz
and workers receive education and training appropriate for their jobs
regarding implementation of environmental mitigation measures, including the
need to iderntify during construction and avoid or mitigate impacts to tribal
cultural resources.

• Tribal Economic Opportunity and Labor Education Plan - Enbridge has developed a Tribal
Economic Opportunity and Labor Education Plan that details the implementation of its target
of $100 million in Tribal- and Tribal member-owned business spending for construction of the
Project in the United States.

o Enbridge sponsored a Fond du Lac Business Development Meeting in January 2019
to identify and recruit tribal members who are interested in starting a business that
works on the Project. Enbridge hosted job fairs on the Red Lake Nation and Fond du
Lac Reservations in April 2019. Enbridge also participated in the Great Lakes TERO
meetings in February, May and July 2019. Enbridge will report results of the Tribal
Economic Opportunity plan in a separate filing.  Additionally, Enbridge has sponsored
5-week Empowerment Training classes for tribal members and there were
approximately 100 graduates. These classes started in August and November 2019.

• Human Trafficking Prevention Plan - Consistent with the potential mitigation measure
identified in the EIS, Enbridge has developed a Human Trafficking Prevention Plan, the
purpose of which is to educate, equip, and encourage the public and those associated with
pipeline construction and operation to prevent and report Project related human trafficking.
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o Enbridge is committed to improving the quality of life in the communities near our 
operations and projects. We’ve developed a Human Trafficking Prevention Plan as 
part of our Line 3 Replacement Project through northern Minnesota. We’ve partnered 
with Truckers Against Trafficking (“TAT”) to hold educational events in the state. The 
estimated number of individuals who have received the human trafficking training is 
approximately 5,800 people.  

o Our recent $5,000 grant to Program for Aid to Victims of Sexual Assault (“PAVSA”) 
will be used for general operations and victim support services, and we also give to 
organizations fighting human trafficking elsewhere—including a recent $9,500 grant 
to Rahab’s Daughters, based in Barrington, Illinois.  

o Enbridge has submitted the Human Trafficking Prevention Plan. See Compliance filing 
(eDocket No. 20205-162915-01).   

 
• Tree for Tree Commitment - Enbridge’s Tree for Tree Commitment will result in the 

replacement of trees removed during construction of the Project. Pursuant to the Commission’s 
orders, Enbridge has worked with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to 
determine a tree-for-tree net zero impact. Trees removed from private land shall be replaced 
on private land in consultation with the landowner. Trees removed from tribal reservation land 
shall be replaced on tribal reservation land or other land as directed by the tribal government. 
Trees removed from public land (state, county, or municipal) shall be replaced within the same 
jurisdiction to the extent practicable and upon consultation with the unit of government that 
has jurisdiction over the removal. 

o Enbridge has submitted the compliance filing related to the Neutral Footprint 
Program. See Compliance filing (eDocket No.20187-144948-05 & 20205-162932-01). 

 
• Spill Prevention and Response- With respect to construction activities, Enbridge will utilize: 

Spill Prevention, Containment, and Control Procedures; Drilling Mud Containment, Response, 
and Notification Procedures; and a Petroleum-Contaminated Soil Management Plan. With 
respect to operations, Enbridge is required by federal law to have spill response plans, and 
Enbridge will provide the Commission with its Field Emergency Response Plan for the Project 
region prior to the start of operation. 

o Enbridge is utilizing the submitted compliance filings related to Spill Prevention, 
Containment, and Control Procedures; Drilling Mud Containment, Response, and 
Notification Procedures contained within the Environmental Protection Plan. See 
Compliance filing (eDocket No. 202011-168124-01, 202011-168124-02,  202011-
168124-03, 202011-168124-04, 202011-168124-05, 202011-168124-06, 202011-
168124-07, 202011-168124-08, 202011-168124-09, 202011-168124-10 ). 
 

o Enbridge is utilizing the submitted compliance filings related to the Petroleum-
Contaminated Soil Management Plan. See Compliance filing (eDocket No. 20205-
162906-01). 

 
 

• Project Designed to Minimize Human Impacts -The EIS noted that pump stations should be 
sited away from heavily populated areas and areas of tribal significance to minimize impacts.  

o These issues have already been taken into account in Project design, and Project pump 
stations have been sited to avoid human and environmental effects. 
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In addition to the above commitments, Enbridge will also focus on effectively communicating 
opportunities and programs related to the Project to affected stakeholders. In addition to outreach 
that has already been done, a progress summary of the following outreach efforts outlined in the 
Communication Strategy in Section 7 of the Plan is summarized below:  

• Before construction, Enbridge will host multiple open houses in the vicinity of the Project’s 
route to provide the public an opportunity to learn about pipeline construction and meet 
Project construction management and workers. 

o Due to COVID-19, we adjusted plans for in-person meetings to virtual 
opportunities. To date, Enbridge has held three virtual meetings specific to elected 
officials on October 27, 28, and 29, 2020. A virtual meeting was held on December 
3, 2020 for health professionals along the right-of-way and on December 9,2020 a 
virtual open house was offered to the greater public. A virtual open house providing 
project as well as construction information is active on Enbridge’s website and can 
be accessed at any time by the public. This virtual open house will be available 
throughout the entire construction period.  

 
• During construction Enbridge will issue Project newsletters quarterly. The newsletters will 

be distributed both electronically and in print. 
o The first newsletter will go out before February 28, 2021. 

 
• Project information, handouts and newsletters will all be available at 

Enbridge.com/line3us. 
o This site is active and updated as needed with current information. Additionally, 

the virtual open house is accessible at Enbridgeopenhouse.com/line3, this site will 
be updated with current information and downloadable documents. 

 
• The public may ask about the Project via the Line 3 Replacement Project toll-free number: 

855-855-788-7812 or by email at EnbridgeinMN@enbridge.com. Project contact 
information will be included on all handouts, advertising, and newsletters. 

o The public may still reach out on the Project toll-free number or e-mail for any 
information related to the project.  

 
 
 
 
 




