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Transcript of his Line 3 comments, starting around 12:26 

Julia from St. Paul: How do you justify the building of the Line 3, and tar sands oil that flows through it, 

given that it’s a direct violation of treaty rights that you vowed to uphold in this moment of climate 

crisis? Extreme drought, we’ve seen Enbridge violate their permits numerous times and the agencies 

tasked with holding them accountable failing. We are wondering how can we trust you to be a climate 

leader in this moment? 

Walz: This is a tough issue, climate in general. I had a record both in Congress and as Governor moving 

things like clean cars, moving our eco plans and moving Minnesota towards that path. The issue of 

existing infrastructure, the Line 3 process, started long before I was Governor. And my job as the chief 

executive is to follow state law as it’s written.  

My agencies simply implement what’s written in state law for permitting. And through this entire 

process, that’s exactly what we’ve done. 

Now the safeguards in this is you can go to court. And the Line 3 was taken to court, it was taken to 

appeal and it was taken to the Supreme Court. And in every single instance, they upheld that the law 

was followed, the law was implemented. 

What I would say on this, Julia, is one pipeline is not going to be where we win this battle on climate 

change. It is real.  

The collaborations that we are going to have to build together, both as states, nation, and globally, that 

sense of urgency is there. 

So I’ve always said: The issue is not supply of fossil fuels, it’s demand for fossil fuels.  

It’s reducing the demand so that the 2.3 million miles of pipeline we have in this country become non-

essential as we move towards, as we’ve seen here in Minnesota, we moved towards a carbon-free by 

2040. And we are being the first state, as I’ve said, in the entire Midwest to electrify our transportation 

grid. 

I know this is a controversial issue, but it is a much broader issue than that.  

And my job as Governor is not to arbitrarily pick and choose which projects go, it’s to implement and 

follow state law.  

And I would advocate for folks who are opposed to how these things are permitted to have the state 

legislature change the permitting process. That’s the only way. Because I don’t have that authority, nor 

should I, to arbitrarily decide to build or not to build projects that are following state law. 
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